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21st Century Inequality

Class – Economic 
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Class – Opportunity 

Race – Economic 
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Race – Housing Bubble

Race – Incarceration
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America’s Cities

Ferguson, MO

• Inner Suburb

• 50% of 

homeowners 

“under water”
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America’s Segregation

• Racial Zoning

– Direct

– Indirect

• Public Housing

– Segregation 
Required

– Poison Pill

America’s Segregation

• Restrictive Covenants

– FHA-required

• FHA Subdivisions

– “inharmonious racial 
groups”

– “Neighborhoods 
constituted of families 
that are congenial”
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America’s Segregation

• Redevelopment and Incorporation

– Parks in Creve Coeur

– Black Jack zoning ordinance

– Olivette, Elmwood Park, and St. Louis County

• Private Businesses

– Realtors: Racial Steering & Blockbusting

– Insurance Companies

– Banks

What Has Changed?

• How does the Native Son excerpt 

compare to what we’ve seen in Ferguson?
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What Has Changed?

• What seems to be the immediate cause of 

the police shooting in Invisible Man?

• What causes does the Invisible Man 

identify in his funeral speech?

• How might that compare to what we see 

today?


