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America’s Cities

Background

Ta-Nehisi Coates on “Plunder”

• What does he mean by “plunder”?

• What are his central examples?

• Which groups were aggressors, victims?
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Ferguson, MO
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Suburb

• 50% of 

homeowners 
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America’s Segregation

• Racial Zoning

– Direct

– Indirect

• FHA

– Subdivision 
Requirements
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Small Groups (4)

• Each Get One St. Louis-Area Example

• Prepare to explain the story:

– When did this take place?

– What means were used to keep the area 
segregated?

– What was the outcome?

– Who bore responsibility?

Local Gov’t Techniques

• St. Louis Area Examples

– Creve Coeur

– Black Jack

– Olivette (1 and 2)
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The Continuing Impact

Neighborhood Segregation
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Employment, Wealth

Housing Bubble
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Incarceration

Violence

Ta-Nehisi Coates on “Violence”

• How does he see violence connected to 

plunder and to recent events?
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